Friends hand over gift

Ciska Versier

Adier three years of
blood, sweat and
more than a couple
of fears, the Friends
of Rictvlel Mature
Reserve was finally
able to hand over
their beautiful hand-
made bird hide to the
city last Friday.

Situated on the
far eastern shore of
Rict-vler Dam, the
wooden strociure
with its sturdy
walkways and
heavy log cabin
blends in seamless-
Iy with the sur-
roundings.

It 18 hadden
enough o put the
birds at eaze but
strong enough to
protect visitors
from the Rietvlei
crocodile,” one of
the members half-
Joked as she beamed
with pride over the
structure her family
helped build.

“Much of our
lowe went into this
building and we
want o hand it over
with a bit of fan-
fare” Ben Burger,
outgoing chairper-
son of the conserv-
ancy, said during the
hand-over cercmo-
oy on the shores of
the Rietvlei Diam.

“From the chil-
dren who helped
saw the planks. to
the men who nearly
impaled themselves

Ben Burger and Adriaan Gronum of the Friends of Rietviei officially hand over their baby’ to Emts Wohie

manager of consenvancy and recreation for the city and Riaan Marais, manager of the Rietvlel Mature R "

with sharp objccts, to
the women who served
hot zoup on cold mom-
ings, this structure is a
part of us all. We now
place it in the hands of
Pretoria and the com-
mumity to cane for.”

IF people understood
how much the conserv-
ancy lowves the nature
reserve, Ben explained
they might think twice

before lcaving their
trash lving around, or
even start contributing
to the cause themselves.

*“With initiatives like
this we hope to attract
more people to Bistvled
and raise its profile as a
nalure TESErve even
more. [T we suceeed
Rictvici will no longer
be threatened by un-
suitable development

proposals because it
will be unthinkable to
even suggest it.”

That is really their
regson for being, says
Ben.

The group was
formed to oppose a ho-
tel development in the
TESETVE.

“Dur latest battle is
against a sewer pipe-
line for Mamelodi that

the department of pu-
blic warks wants to
build through the re-
serve, We hope Lo stop
these proposzals alto-
gether one day.”

Larger aims aside, the
Tshwane metro ex-
pressed its genuine ap-
preciation for the hird
hide to.

“It is the third stroc-
ture the friends of Riet-

T —

us.
“With all conse
ancy budgets bein
cut more éach yeg
and the red-tape w
have to wad
through to SR 3
project, the wol
they are doing

i invaluable,” =3
Rietvlei’s mamaoe
Rizan Marais.




